
Introduction
The earliest source for Yizkor is in the Midrash Tanchuma 
(c.500 CE), which cites the custom of remembering the dead 
and pledging charity on their behalf on Yom Kippur. The 
tradition of reciting Yizkor on other festivals was introduced 
later in the aftermath of the Crusades.

Yizkor is one of our best known and most widely-observed 
religious services. It reaffirms the principle of life after death. 
Our loved ones live on in the world of souls and we ask God 
to protect them.   

When we remember our loved ones, their memories also 
provide inspiration for us to live up to the ideals and values 
that they cherished. 

We have endeavoured to present the Yizkor service in as clear 
and cogent a fashion as possible. May this booklet enable 
you to more readily follow the order of prayers as you bring 
to mind those whom you wish to remember.

“and the Lord God wipes away tears from upon all faces”
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Memorial prayer for the  
victims of the Holocaust
O God, full of compassion, who dwells on high, grant perfect rest 
beneath the shadow of Your Divine presence, in the exalted places 
among the holy and the pure, who shine like the brightness of the 
sky, to the souls of the holy and pure ones who were killed, murdered, 
slaughtered, burned, drowned and strangled for the sanctification of 
the Divine Name, through the hands of the German oppressors, may 
their name and memory be obliterated. We all pray for the elevation 
of their souls; may their resting place be in the Garden of Eden. May 
the Master of compassion shelter them in the shadow of His wings for 
eternity; and may He bind their souls in the bond of eternal life. The 
Lord is their inheritance. May they rest in peace and let us say, Amen.
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Memorial prayer for the 
soldiers of Israel
O God, full of compassion, who dwells on high, grant perfect rest 
beneath the shadow of Your Divine presence, in the exalted places 
among the holy and the pure, who shine like the brightness of the 
sky, to the souls of the holy ones who fought in Israel's wars, in all 
its services, who fell in battle, in terrorist atrocities, and gave up their 
lives for sanctifying the Divine Name, the People, and the Land. We 
all pray for the elevation of their souls; may their resting place be in 
the Garden of Eden. Therefore, may the Master of compassion shelter 
them in the shadow of His wings for eternity; and may He bind their 
souls in the Bond of Life.  The Lord is their inheritance, and may they 
rest in peace on their resting places; may their merit stand on behalf 
of all Israel, and may they arise for their portion at the end of days, 
and let us say, Amen.
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Memorial Prayers

Av HaRachamim
Merciful Father, in Your hand are the souls of the living and the 
dead.  May Your consolation hearten us as we remember on this 
holy day our beloved and honoured relatives who have gone to 
their eternal rest: our dear parent(s) (and grandparents), the crown 
of our head and our glory. It was their desire to train us in the good 
and righteous way, to teach us Your laws and commandments and 
to instruct us to act justly and kindly.  Please, Lord, give us the will 
and sense of purpose to live up to their expectations as long as we 
live. May their souls rest in the place of eternal life, experiencing 
Your pleasantness and delighting in Your goodness.

Lord, what is man that You regard him, a mortal that You notice him?  
Man is like a fleeting breath, his days are like a passing shadow.  In the 
morning he flourishes and blossoms; in the evening he withers and 
dries up.     

So, teach us to value our days so that we may acquire a wise heart.  
Watch the innocent man and observe the upright, for the end of 
such a person is peace. Therefore God will redeem my soul from the 
clutches of the grave, and He will receive me.  My flesh and my heart 
will fail, but God will remain my source of strength and hope. 

The dust will return to the earth as it was, but the spirit will return to 
God who gave it.  In righteousness I will experience Your presence, 
and be blessed with a vision of you when I awake.
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יזכור
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Memorial Prayers
Now, our good and benevolent God, what can we say?  Our needs 
are many, our knowledge slender.  We are embarrassed when we 
think of all the good things You have done for us.  Please answer this 
day, kindly and mercifully, the prayers of Your supplicants who pour 
out their souls before You.   

May Your loving-kindness not depart from us. Supply all our material 
needs, so that we do not become dependent on the gifts of others.  
Remove from us all worry and sorrow, distress and fear, shame and 
contempt.  Strengthen us in our loyalty to You, and inspire us to keep 
Your perfect law.  

Allow us the joyful privilege of raising our children to keep Your 
commandments and to fulfil Your will all the days of their life.   
Lord, do not cut short our lifetime; let us complete in peace the  
full number of our years.  

We know – oh, we know – how frail we are, and how fleeting is our 
passage through life.  Help us, therefore, to conduct ourselves 
honourably and morally during the years of our pilgrimage.  And 
when the time comes for us to depart from this world, be with us.  

May our souls be bound up in the bond of life, with the souls of our 
dear parents and of the righteous who are before You.  Amen, Amen.
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May God remember the soul of my beloved wife …*who has gone to her eternal 
rest.  I pledge charity on her behalf and pray that her soul be bound up in the 
bond of life with the immortal souls of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, 
Rachel and Leah, and all the righteous men and women in paradise.  Amen.

In memory of a wife

May God remember the soul of my beloved brother …* who has gone to his 
eternal rest.   I pledge charity on his behalf and pray that his soul be bound up in 
the bond of life  with the immortal souls of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, 
Rachel and Leah, and all the righteous men and women in paradise.  Amen.

In memory of a brother

May God remember the soul of my beloved sister …*who has gone to her 
eternal rest.  I pledge charity on her behalf and pray that her soul be bound up in 
the bond of life with the immortal souls of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, 
Rachel and Leah, and all the righteous men and women in paradise.  Amen.

In memory of a sister

Private Yizkor Prayers
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May God remember the soul of my respected father … *who has gone to his 
eternal rest.  I pledge charity on his behalf and pray that his soul be bound up in 
the bond of life with the immortal souls of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, 
Rachel and Leah, and all the righteous men and women in paradise.  Amen.

In memory of a father

May God remember the soul of my respected mother … *who has gone to her 
eternal rest.  I pledge charity on her behalf and pray that her soul be bound up in 
the bond of life  with the immortal souls of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, 
Rachel and Leah, and all the righteous men and women in paradise.  Amen.

In memory of a mother

May God remember the soul of my beloved husband … *who has gone to his 
eternal rest.  I pledge charity on his behalf and pray that his soul be bound up in 
the bond of life with the immortal souls of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, 
Rachel and Leah, and all the righteous men and women in paradise.  Amen.

In memory of a husband

*Insert the name of the deceased
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Psalm 16

Guard me, O God, for in You I find refuge. I say to the Lord: You are my 
Lord, the source of my prosperity.  There are noble and holy people on 
earth in whom God delights. Those who follow other gods will have their 
sorrows multiplied; I shall not be associated with their practices, nor shall 
my lips even mention their names. The Lord is my cherished inheritance 
who fills my cup.  You guide my destiny, directing it towards a happy fate, 
an eternity of delight. I will bless God for counselling and guiding me 
during my nights of despair. I have set the Lord before me at all times; as 
He is at my side, I shall not despair. Therefore, my heart is glad, my nature 
is cheerful and I feel secure. You will not abandon my soul to the grave, 
nor let your loved ones see the harrowing sight of the pit.  You will teach 
me the path of life, where I shall find supreme joy in Your presence and 
bliss at Your side for evermore. 

Private Yizkor Prayers
*Insert the name of the deceased

May God remember the soul of my beloved son …* who has gone to his eternal 
rest.   I pledge charity on his behalf and pray that his soul be bound up in the 
bond of life with the immortal souls of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, 
Rachel and Leah, and all the righteous men and women in paradise.  Amen.

In memory of a son

May God remember the soul of my beloved daughter …*who has gone to her 
eternal rest.  I pledge charity on her behalf and pray that her soul be bound up in 
the bond of life with the immortal souls of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, 
Rachel and Leah, and all the righteous men and women in paradise.  Amen.

In memory of a daughter

May God remember the soul(s) of my beloved grandparent(s), uncle(s), aunt(s), 
relatives and friends …  *who have gone to their eternal rest. I pledge charity on 
their behalf and pray that their soul(s) be bound up in the bond of life with the 
immortal souls of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel and Leah, and all 
the righteous men and women in paradise.  Amen.

In memory of a grandparents, relatives and friends
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Av HaRachamim
The Father of mercy who dwells on high in His great mercy will 
remember with compassion the pious, upright and blameless the holy 
communities, who laid down their lives for the sanctification of His name. 
They were loved and pleasant in their lives and in death they were not 
parted. They were swifter than eagles and stronger than lions to carry out 
the will of their Maker, and the desire of their steadfast God. 

May our Lord remember them for good together with the other 
righteous of the world and may He redress the spilled blood of His 
servants as it is written in the Torah of Moses the man of God: "O nations, 
make His people rejoice for He will redress the blood of His servants He 
will retaliate against His enemies and appease His land and His people".

And through Your servants, the prophets it is written: "Though I forgive, 
their bloodshed I shall not forgive When God dwells in Zion" 

And in the Holy Writings it says: "Why should the nations say, 'Where is 
their God?'" Let it be known among the nations in our sight that You 
avenge the spilled blood of Your servants. 

And it says: "For He who exacts retribution for spilled blood remembers 
them He does not forget the cry of the humble". 

And it says: "He will execute judgement among the corpse-filled nations 
crushing the rulers of the mighty land; from the brook by the wayside he 
will drink then he will hold his head high".
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A Memorial Prayer  
for the departed

O God, full of compassion, who dwells on high, grant perfect rest 
beneath the shadow of Your Divine presence, in the exalted places 
among the holy and the pure, who shine like the brightness of 
the sky, to the souls of the dearly departed whose names appear 
in the attachment to this Memorial Booklet. May the Master of 
compassion shelter them in the shadow of His wings for eternity; and 
may He bind their souls in the bond of eternal life. The Lord is their 
inheritance. May they rest in peace and let us say, Amen.


